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PAPER written by the Count 
d Avaux, concerning the Propoſals 
of PEA CE madetothe Allies by 


FRANCE. wr 


[. 
y, N E ſhall hardly meet wich a more ſpecious and ſubtle 
& Paper, than that by which the Count d* Avanx, the 
Sex French King's Ambaſſador in Szeden, has ſupport- 
> <d che Offers and Conditions of Peace made by his 
v3 Maſtcr. Every thing there ſeems plauſible ; and 
FEPEIES if one only conſiders the bezutiful and lively 
NET Cows which he fo artificially makes uſe of, one 
would think that all the Reaſon and Juſtice lay 
on the French King's, as all the Wrong on the Confederates fide ; 
and this too in an Aﬀair of the higheſt nature, ſince *tis to put an 
end to an almoſt General War amongſt Chriſtians in all the paxts of 
the World, and to reeftabliſh a Peace which is to decide eicher the 
Liberty or the Dependancy of all the Princes and States in Chriſtendom. 
But whereas'in Aﬀairs of this Importance, intiead of being drawn 
in by outward appearances we ought to ſound the bottom, let us nar- 
rowly enquire into his manner of Reafoning, without any Paſſion or 
Prejudice, ae are as blind Guides as they are deprav'd es 
B c 


(2) 
The matter in hand deſerves it; and if ever there was required a 
truc Touchſtone in State-Afﬀairs, we tand now in need of it. 


I, 

The Count d' Avaux endeavours iirait to remove the Fears of the 
Confederates 3 who contidering the great Exgerneſs the French King 
ſhows to enter wpon a Treaty of Peace, have a ſhrewd gueſs, That his on- 
ly Delign in doing {o, is to ſeperate. and diſunite them. In order to which 
he alledges, That the King hisMaſter has offercd advantageous Terms 
20 all ( not excepting any of, ) bis Enemies. 


In, : 

Now to judge whether theſe Fears are well or ill grounded, we ought 
to remembcr what has been done in this Afﬀair in particutar, with the 
Duke of Savoy, the Emperor, the Elefor of Bavaria, and even to the 
King of Spain, by the Holy Father's Mcdiation. 

Again, we-ought to confider what pains have been tzken to make 
this War paſs for a War of Religion, with the zealous Roman- Catbolicks, 
Fhe Emergency of the Affairs of England, and the late King Fames's 
Mizsfortunes, have furniſh'd France with ſome fpecious Pretences for it. 
With the Proteftant Princes other Engines have been ſet at work, and 
2 ſhow has been made of ſome other Pretences, which the Northern 
Crowns can prove with a witneſs. Neither ought we to forget the 
famous Negotiation of. the Treaty at Nimeguen, which was no ſooner 
{ct on foot, but France obtain'd ber Ends, viz. To ſeperate the then Allies. 
An unhappy Seperation which plung'd them into all thoſe Misfortunes 
they have been forc'd to undergo tince that time ; and which no man 
can give a better account of, than Monſieur d' Avaux bimſelf. *Tis then this 
fad Experience that has made them more wiſe, and 'tis alſo the only and 
tree Reaſon that has oblig'd the French King to make Propoſals and 
Terms of Peace to every one of them, as having loſt alt. hopes of 
diſuniting them by Seperate Treaties. 


IV. 

But, fays one, what means this wavering ? Would it not be better 

to enter ſtrait upon the matter ? Does it not ſeem ſtrange that the Allies 
have not thought fitas yet to make the leaſt Declaration about the 
Terms propoſed by France ? That they do not name the Place of Aſſem- 
bly ? Nay, that they will not ſo much as hearken to the Preliminaries 
of. a Ircaty? And has not France xcaſon to cry out againſt this Con- 
duc 


— 
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dud of theirs, and*to accuſe them that they will have no Peace ; but 
that on the contrary they are reſolved to continue the War, tor ends 
figiſtrous and prejudicial to the Tranquility and common good of all 


Chriftendom ? | 
V 


To which the Confederates will perhaps anſwer 3 Firſt, That they 
do not like that Hawghty Air of Superiority which France afſumes in 
making the Propoſals, as if it was her due to give Peace to ber Enemier, 
when and on what Terms ſhe pleaſes. It was in this manner they 
were treated at the Peace of Nimegzen ; a thing never before heard 
of amongſt Independant and Sovereign Princes. Neither have they 
forgotten as yet what Statues were erefted in the Place des Vifoires, 
and in the Court of the Townhouſe at Paris z what Repreſentations and 
Inſcriptions were made there 3 what Panegyricks, what Speeches, and 
what Verſes were compoſed z the moſt outragious and moſt ignomi- 
nious to the other Sovereigns, that ever were heard of ; even with- 
out ſparing the moſt Generous and Faithful Friend and Ally France 
had then, I mean the Brave King of Sweden, who after he had-in 
thoſe times hazarded his Kingdom together with his deareſt Intereſt in 
favour of the French King, had no other Reward but the Injurious 
Reproizches of his having recſtabliſh'd him on his Throne, Theſe 
are the fine and Immortal Monuments, which as they {trike a juft 
Horror into the Confederates, ſo they make them cautious not to be 
treated fo a ſecond time. 

Secondly, It may be alledged by the Allies That they find no Secy- 
rity for themſelves in the Propoſals made by France. They know but 
too well, and by fad Experience, That France acknowledges no other 
Limits to ber Treaties, than what agree with ber Deſigns. "Tis this which 
the Pyrenean Treaty, that of Aix- 14 Chapelle, of Nimeguen, and the 
Truce of Twenty Tears, the moſi ſolemn, and the moſt adyantageous 
to. France that ever were made, lay continually before her eyes, and 
of which they are yet more convinc'd by the Maximy of the French 
IWriters, who maintain, Thar their King can alienate nothing of what 
once has been incorporated into that Crown 3 nay, That he cannot re- 
nowunece upon Oath his Rights, whether true or but pretended, fo as to 
bind his Sueceſſors by it. Who will then aſſure us, That the Treaty that 
is now to be made, will laſt, I will not fay for ever, but any longer 
than thoſe that have been made already, and which have been bro- 
ken as ſoon as evera fallacious Peace has firli ſeperated, and then dif- 


arm'd the Confederates ? 
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VI. 

But, fays another, at this rate we ſhall have here an everlaſting 
War, ſince this laſt reaſon will always hold, and be ready to be made 
uſe of by the Confederates on all occaſions. 

To which I anſwer, No ; this is not in the leaſt their intention. 
They deſire a Peace as much as France, but it muſt be a ſwre, an bo- 
neurable, and a general one: And to obtain ſuch an one, they believe 
there are no other means but to redzce her to ſuch Terms, ar will make 
it her intereſt to live hereafter in Peace with her Neighbours, notwithft anding 
ber dangerous Maxims. This is alfo without doubt the reaſon, why 
the Confederates have not as yet returned any Anſwer to the Propoſals 
of France z fince there is ſome time required to agree amongſt them» 
felves about an Anſwer proper to obtain tbeſe ends, and which at the 
ſame time may be approved of by every one of them. 


| VII. 
Monficur d' Avaux maintains further, That one cannot wiſh for 
more advantageous Terms than the King, his Maſter, has offered 
the Confederates, This is a thing worth our enquiry. 


VIII. 

He begins with thoſe offered to the Srater-General, and that he 
may not leave zndecided that queſtion, Who is the Authoy of #his War, 
#nd conſequently the Aggreſſor ? Since 'tis of great weight in this mat. 
terz he charges the States General of having been the Cauſe of it, by 
lending their Aſſiſtance to the Prince of Orange, that he might make 
himſelf Maſter of England. A-mighty Point which it concerns us 
to enquire into. 

All the World knows, That in the year 1688, there was no War 
in Ezrope, but that with the Tzrke, which of all the Princes 'and 
States that are now in Confederacy againſt France, the Emperor bore 
alone the weight of 3 all the reſt liv'd in a profound Peace z when 
France on a f{udden, being puffed up with her Fortune and Gran- 
deur, and bent to improve the opportunity of ſecuring to her ſelf for 
ever, what ſhedid but enjoy for twenty years, made that bloody In- 
vafion imto the Empire, that did fo little expe it, as thinking it ſelf 
ſecure under the ſhelter of a dear-boxght ' Truce. She attack'd and 
took Philippsburg, and pofleſs'd her ſelf of all the Rhine, ſave only 
Coblentz, Khinfelt, and Cologne ; and 'tis to be noted, That this In- 
vaſion 
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- vaſion which was reſolv'd upon in the Comncel of France, as ſoon as 
Belgrade was taken by the Emperor from the Turks, was executed im- 
mediately after,to wit,at the beginning of September,and conſequent- 
ly two Months before the then Prince of Orange came over into England. 
What relation then has this War with the Aiſiftance given by the 
States-General to that Prince ? Since notwithſtanding there was then a 
defenſive Treaty between the Emperor and the States-General {till in be- 
ingz yet their Alliance was not renewed till May 1689.by a defenſive and 
offenſive Treaty, being grounded on the rapture of France. This was 
not done till a-year after the taking of Philips burg, Heidelberg, Man- 
heim, Frankendal and Mayence ; and, in fine, after a general devaſta- 
tion of the Palatinat aud the Circles of the Upper Rhine, of Suabia and 
Franco”, 

France, as all the world knows, and as the nature of ſo vaſt and 
wnbounded deſigns did require it, had taken her meafutes #9 enſ{ave rhe 
Khine, before the Prince of Orange's patling the Sea was ever thought 
of, either in England'or Holland, 

*Tis true, ſome time before its being put in execution, they be- 
gan to (uſpc& « defign of the Prince, by the hitting out a Fleet in Hol- 
land, and afrerwards by an agreement made with ſome Princes of 
the Empire about ſome Troops of theirs, but *tis no lefs true; that 
in France this Deſign was look*d upon as Chimerical, and thoſe as 
Blockbeads that gave a hint in their Letters that it was laid againſt 
England. Howloever they flattered themſelves, that they ſhould 
have done (oon enough with Germany, to be able to bridle after- 
wards the Prince of Orange and the States- General 3 and behold here 
one of the preateſt effells of the Divine Providence that evet 
was! For 'tis certain that if the French King inſtead of inva- 
ding the Empire, had fent a good Army towards the Frontiers of the 
Netherlands, though it had been only to threaten them with a War ; . 
never could the Prince of Orange have been able to come over into 
Exgland. The Emperoy, the Empire, the King of Spain, had fiil 
been in Peace with France z England had been Enflaved by King 
Fames z and the reſt of Emrope by the French King, 

Beſides, we have till place for another Refleftion, which is, that : 
at the bottom France bas pm the Late King James owt of , and ſet the. 
Prince of Orange on the Thrones of Great Britain, *'Tis long ſince that 
France looks on the Power and Greatneſs of England with jealous eyes, 
as the only Kingdom capable of preſcribing Limits to her unbounded 
Deſigns, For which reaſon ſhe has held for a State-Maxime, to de- 
{troy - 


| (6) 
tiroy England by its own Forces, by Domeſtick, Troubles, and Intsſtine 
IVarc. She began to put it in praRice in the Reigns of the Zwo 
Charles's, the Firli and the Second 3 and thinking ſhe was juſt upon 
che point of obtaining her Ends, when ames the Second, with whom 
the had had a long and firi&t Alliance, and whoſe Bigattry and Ambi- 
tion (he but too well knew, mounted on the Throne, the did not fail 
to improve that opportunicy, and the Pailions of that Prince, to puſh 
him on to a Deſpotick, and Arbitrary Government, and the bringing in of 
Popery againſt the Fundamental Laws of the Realm, of which the Eng- 
- liſþ are more jealous than any Nation in the World belides is of 
theirs, 

This is a Truth the Late King Famer could not be ignorant of ; 
and conſequently he might eaſily judge, that without a powerful Af- 
fiftance from abroad, it would be impotiible for him to compals lo vali 
and ſo monſtrous a Delign ; and who was likelier to lend it him 
but the- French King , puiſſant and dreadful to all the World ? In 
ſhort, the thing was as readily granted as delired z but at the faine 
time it was whiſpered in the Late King's ear, that all would be in 
vain except the States General were overturn'd, as being the only in 
the-World that might oppoſe his Deſigns; and that would infallibly 
do it by.reaſon of the great Intereſt, which together with the Prince of 
Orange, their Stadtholder, they had in this Aﬀair. Wherefore a Secret 
League was concluded between the two Kings in order to a total de- 
liruction of the United Provinces, which was to be put in execution 
on the farlt, opportunity 3 and France, who had a mind to ſtrike #be 
Iron whillt it was. hot, was not willing to put it off, till after ſhe had 
finiſht her Conqueſt of the Rhine, and forc'd the Emperor and the Empire 
to confirm her in the poſſeſſion of it by a ſhameful Peace, whiltt the 
Late King James, by the means of bis Army, was to render himſelf 
Maſter of all at home, to the Subverfion of the Government and Reli- 
gion eltabliſh'd by Law in the Three Kingdoms. This is the truc 
cauſe of all King James's Undertakings in England, Scotland and Ire- 
land, againſt his true Intereſt, which was to govern his People ac- 
cording to Law, and to oppole the pernicious Defigns of France. But 
his having been drawn in by her, has coſt him very dear ; for the 
Engliſh being teſolv'd not to outlive the lo(s of their Laws, their Re- 
ligion, their Liberties and+ Properties, call'd lecretly to their athſiance 
the then Prince of Orange, who was oblig'd to it by a thouſand Rea- 
ſons. But the Prince being wiſe and cautious, and knowing per=- 
tcAly the conſequence of ſo great an Enterprize, ſuffer'd bimſelf long to 

be 
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be ſolicited 3 and did not hearken at laſt, but to the Thyeatnings that 
were made him from England, to abandcn entirely bi , and that In- 
comparable Princeſs his Wife's Intereft, and to give way to ſome deſpe- 
rate Action , would have coſt them Rivers of Blood. Nevertheleſs, 
it was not till 4zzu/t 1658, that the States-General wefe acquainted 
with this great Aﬀairz and they did not grant the Prince their Afli- 
flance, till che very time the French King's Armies were on their march 
to invade the Empire, and to attack Philipsbowrg, and then they were 
not like to refuſe it , fince otherwiſe they would only have had- the 
advantage of bcing ſwallawed up laſt, | 
Now this being well confider'd mult not one have a ſtrong Fore- 

head to affirm that the States- General are the cauſe of this War ? But 
belides, in granting the Prince of Orange's Requeſt, did they do the 
lealt thing againſt France ?. or did they infringe the leaſt Article of the 
Treaty that was then in being with her? There is no man of ſenſe 
can aver it 5 and Monſiexr d'Avaux himſelf, in his thundring and 
threatning Speeches, he made then at the Hagae , could alledge no- 
thing; but that bis Maſter found bimſelf oblig'd to affiſt bis Allie. Was 
it then requilite that the States- General (hould have tamely waited for 
the mortal Stroke that was prepared for them ? and being perfectly 
' acquainted with the League of both Kings that had {worn their ruin, 
ſhould they have let flip the only means to fave them, and which in- 
deed ſecured them cffecually from the Attempts of France, who was 
going to build on their Ruin her vaſt Deſigns of an Univerſal Soveraignty 
over all the States in Exrope. 


IX: 


And now- td come to the point z *tis evident by what has been- 
ſaid, that the great Intereſt the States-General have to obſerve by a re- 
eſtabliſhment of Peace, is the ſecuring themſelves effeually for the 
future by Sea and by Land, without which, all they have to expe 
will be a ſuſpenſion only of their total Ruin, fo much the more in- 
evitable, the leſs hopes they can have ever to meet with fo fair an op» 
portunity as they have now at this preſent, to ſecure. their State, their 
Commerce , and their Trangaility for the future. The fatal Conſe» 
quences of the precipitated Peace of Nimmeguen axe yet too freſh to be 
forgotten z and the [oalted of Barriere, France offers to reſtore, will 


no more cſtabliſh their quiet for the future, than it has done for the 
time. 
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time paſt, Beſides, France does not offer to reſtore the entire Barreere, 
tince ſhe pretends to keep Laxenbrgh, of which more hereafter. 


X. 

Monſieur d' Avaux paſſes but ſlightly over the Terms which the Ring of 
Great Britain is to oy and i Come he fancies forſooth, His Majeſty 
wants nothing but'to remain in poſſeſſion of his Three Kingdoms, 
and that on that ſcore he'll not ſcruple #9 reftore what England has taken 
from France in the Weſt-Indics, But in this Monſieur & Avanx 15 {0 
much out of the road, that we have realbn to doubt whether Thety 
Majeſties will ever permit that it be inſerted as a Condition into 2 
Treaty of Peace, that France is to acknowledge Their Digntty and 
Title, which is ſufficiently cftabliſh'd by the right of Blood, and by the 
Offer the Repreſentatives of both Nations have-made Their Majefttes of 
the ThreeCrowns after the Late King Fame's Abdication, and his Retreat 
into France, Beſides, all Potentates of Europe having acknowledged 
the Title of, and congratulated Their Majefties , there is no doubt 
but France will be forced to make ule of the ſame Language, in calc 
the has a mind the King ſhould ever enter with her on Articles of 
"Peace. But do they think us rame enoagh to rett fatisfied with that? 

or rather, do they not imagine we (hall ask for ſomewhat more, 
ſome {mall Terms for our Safety, being acquainted, as we are, with 
the dang*crohs Maxims and Deſtgns of France that tend to our deftru- 
Gion? 1s it probable the King will abandon his Principality of Orange, 
and his other Lands by Inheritance, taken' from him, 'and confiſcated 
againſt all manner of Juſtice, a long time before the beginning of 
this War, and in the midit of Peace ? 


Xl. 
And Whatare the Terms propos'd to Spain ? ' Monſieur d' Avaux 
talks very high and makes a mighty noiſe about them. Five fine 
Places taken in Flanders and Cataloxia , which the King, his Maſter, 


oftcrs to.zeſtore, are no Sugar-Plumbs, and his deſiſting from his pre- - 


tenkons to all the Spaniſh Netherlands in favour of the Elefor of Bava- 
ria, carries fo mighty a weight with it, that Spain cannot but chuſe 
to embrace theſe Propofals with both hands. © But has not the Catho- 
lick, King already rejected them with ſcorn, and declared rather to 


die, and tocarry on the War all alone, then to accept them ? Which 
# ic be done with re:fon, we are now to conſider, 


The 
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The King of Spain knows well that the Places France offers to 


_ reſtore, eſpecially thoſe in Flanders, will be no longer his, than du- 


ring the French King's pleaſure ; and that their diſtance from him, 
and their Situation, in regard to his Crown, will make them fall 
again ſooner or later with the remainder of 1he Spaniſh Low Countries 
into the French King's hands, at leaſt if it be not prevented by the 
King of England's Afliltance, and that of the States- General. Neither 
will a Reſignation, in favour of the Ele&or, contribute more to the 
fixing of that Turbulent Humonr of the French, than that which was 
formerly paſs'd in favour of the Arch-Dnuke Albert and the Arch- 
Dutcheſs Iſabella. The King of Spain therefore will think perhaps hit, 
to detnand ſome greater and more real Pledges of his Safety, by a Bar- 
ricre that may <ffectually cover the reſt of his Netherlands; and 'tis left 
to every ones judgment, Whether he has not reaſon to demand them, 
after the frequent Infradions of the Pyrenean Treaty, that of Aix la 
Chapelle, of Nimeguen, and the laſt Truce, on the French King's lide. 

In the ſecond place, France has a mind to keep for ever the Fortreſs 
and Dutchy of Lauxemburgh, and the rather, becauſe the Srates- General 
have conſented to the leaving of them in her hands during the ſpace of © 
Twenty Years, and that this Fortreſs is without the Barriere, But is 
there no difference between a forc'd Reſignation, and that only for 
ſome yearsgand a voluntary one, and that for ever ? Beſides, we ought 
to contidgg,” that the City and Province of Luxemburg is of greater Im- 
portance to the King of Spain, than one half of his Low-Countries ; 
not ſo much by reaſon of its Extent and Revenue, as by its commo- 
dious Situation, which opens and ſhuts the Gates to the Succors 
which he that is in Poſſcſhon of the Netherlands may expe and re- 
ecive from the Emperor and the Empire ; and that it is a Bulwark of thoſe 
Provinces againſt France. 


XIl. 

But there remains yet another Point to be clearcd, of a far greater, 
nay, of the higheſt nature ; whichis, That the French King in defilt- 
ing in favour of the Ele&or of Bavaria from his Pretenfions to the 
Low- Countries, does (till reſerve to himſelf bis Pretenſions to the Succeſſion 
of the King of Spain, in caſe he ſhould happen to dye without Iſſue. Which 
is in plain Engliſh, That in caſe a Peace thould be concluded to day, 
and the King of Spin happen to dye without Iſſue to morrow, we 
ſhould then have a new and zs fierce a War as ever, inthe old world 
as well as in the new one. Monfienr 4' Avanx indeed calls this a very 
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Malicious Iiterpretation, and charges thc Emperor with it, as being the 
near-ſt, conecrned #berein. Eut he is not aware that he docs nimſclt Elia- 
bliſhand confirm it more than any body belides. For to maintain, as 
he: does i his Paper, Inattne Renwiciaiton mace, not by the French 
Pen only, as he does intinuate, but allo by tiic King her Husband, 
for himſeit and for his Succeſſors ; I fay, that this Renunciation 
made upon Oath, and the mott folemn one that» ever was pals d 
amongit 9 Werelgasy is nxll and vid of it ſelf 5 and to propole to the 
King of Suedea the Arb/tration of that great Succelhon, What does it 
mean elſe, but that the French King, pretends to it more than ever? 
Otherwiſe hc ſhould have ſpoke out, | hat the King his Maties {corn'd 
to do it, as being reſolv'd religiouſly to obſerve the Laws he has 
dictated to himſclf by this; Renunciation. But by the way, Mon- 
fieur d' Avaux flatters himſelf, that by making theſe Propolals to the 
King of Sucden , he bas hit the Point in Politics, that will et- 
fectually engage that Prince into the Freach King's Interelt 35 and he 
boaſis of it as an Honuur that was never conterr'd on any Prince 
within . the memory of men. Indeed to fee one felt an'gtablifh'd 
Arbiter of a Difference that concerns.no leſs than the greateſt and rich- 
et part of the New World, and-fo many Kingdoms and Provinces in 
the Old one, is a:thing capable of flattering a mind, tho poſſeli with 
the higheſt Ambition z and yet the King of Szeden is too Generous 
to be drawn in'by it. If it wasa difkcrence of an intricate and dubi- 
ous nature, ſomething might be (aid for it, but lince it isabout the 
moſt frivolous and unjuſt Pretcnfion that ever was, 1 think the King 
of Suzrden has not much Honour: done him by being made an Arbiter 
of. what undoubtedly belongs to another... All Sovereigns are en- 
gag'd not to ſuffer an Example of. ſuch. ill conſ<quence, otherwiſe 
farcwel all Right-and Poſſeſſion, tince none would be the better for 
.*<m. Would not the King of Sweden think it a great Injury, and a 
piece of the higheſt Injultice, in caſe ic ſhould be propos*'d to him 
. to ſubmit his Kingdom and Dominions that undoubtedly belong to 
him, to the. Decition of a Third Perſon, tho luis Brother or his deareti 
Friend ? And fave this confideration, the higheſt that ever was, the 
Emperor and the King of Spain do contide ſo much in the King of Sue- 
gen's Juſtice, Candour, and Generolity, that th:y would gladly re- 
ceive him as an Arbiter in any other Difference but this ;-In this 
they i] undoubtedly fiick- to the French King's: (worn Renznciation, 
which excludes him from all Pretcnlions to the Dominions of the 
wing of Spain, and the effect of which will ncvcr be xemoyed, for 


all 
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all either Monſieur d' Avanx can {ay, ot the mercenary Pens bf France; 
on which he grounds himlctf, can write ; at leaſtas long as any Con- 
tra& and Obligation amongft Sovereigns does ſablitt, and Liws Di- 
vine and Human arc in torce. 


XII. 

Neither does Monſieur d' Avanx prove better the pretended Nul- 
liry of this Renunciation, by reaſon that the Spaniards ( as he pre- 
rends ) have not diſcharged the Sums they were to pay in a limited 
time: For in the firſt place it ought to be prov'd that it has been'the 
fault of the Spaniards that the Portion of the late French Queen has 
not been paid, and that they have had noreafon to imagine, that the 
Arrears of the Portion of Elizabeth of France, Queen of Spain, and 
Mother to the late French Queen, might well account for it, But in 
the ſecond place ſuppoſe the Spaniards had been backward in this 
point, the Contral? of Marriageot the French Been does not fay, That 
in caſe her Portion ſhould not be paid within the time preſcribed, 
the Renunciation made fo ſolemnly to the Succellion of Spam, was 
to be null and void. By which it appears, That al! the French King 
had to do, was to oblige Spain to pertorm the Contra, the Renxn- 
ciation remaining howſoever entire, as having a Motive and Objett far 
greater, more important, and more-glorious than the Five hundred 
thouſand Crowns of the promis'd Portion can come to, that is to 
ſay, ( to give it in their'own terms ), To ſecure for ever the Public 
Peace of Chriſtendom, and to procur@he Common Good of the Kingdoms 
and Subjets of both Crowns: The King of Spain and the French King 
being at that very time willing to prevent the Conjun&ion of both 
Crowns, as being too big to be united into one. After which can it be 
faid with the leaſt colour of Reafon or Juſtice, That the French King 
has the leaſt pretence to-annul this Renunciation. | 


XIV. 

As to what xclates to the Terms offered to the Hſe of Lorrain, *tis 

a Jeſt to pretend that the Empire has no Right left to meddle with 
what repards that Drtchy, fince the late Dake did not accept of 
what was ſtipulated for him at the Treaty of Nimeguen. The Empire 
lays with far more juſtice, That France having broke that Treaty, can 
draw no advantage from it, ard conſequently none neither in.regard 
to Loyrain. *Tis notorious moreover, that the late Dake of Trium- 
phant Memory, did neyer accept of what Offers were made —_—_ 
C 2 that 
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that Treaty 3 for which reaſon the French King has no Right neither 
to the Four Highways in Lorrain, of the breadth of half a mile, that 
were granted him on that ſcore, But France, according to her celc- 
brated cuſtom, boaſts of Treaties as far as they can be firerch'd to 
- her Advantage z whilſt on the other hand, that part which does not 
ſerve her purpoſe, is moſt ſcornfully rejeted. Belides, we ought to 
obſerve herc, That it is the French King's way to take away with one 
hand what he gives with another, He'll defitt forfooth from his Pre- 
tenſions to the Foxy Highways, but he'll rctain in exchange Four of 
the molt important Places of that Dutchy, viz. Sarlewis, Bintche, Hom- 
bourgh, and Longry, reſerving over and above to himſelt a Paſſage 
for his Troops through Lyrrain, which alone would keep the Duks 
and his Conntry in a perpetual Slavery. But according to all appear- 
ance, the preſent Duke of Lorrain will tind it as hard to perſuade him- 
ſelf to the religning of theſe Four Places, as his Father did when 
he was to grant the four Highways ; at leaſt, he will not think him- 
ſelf to be very much beholden to the Freneh King for it. In ſhort, 
if the French, King will make us believe that he has a real defign to 
reſtore to the Hmſe of Lorrain what belongs to it by an uadoubted 
Right, why does he retrench from. it ſo conſiderable a Branch ? Is 
it perhaps becauſe he ſtill-grounds himſclf on ſome ridiculous Treaties 
ma%e with. the old Dake of Lorrain, Charles the 111d. poſſe(s'd in thoſe 
times with an implacable hatred againſt his neareſt Relations, and 
blinded by a fooliſh. Love? And does, he pretend that they are obli- 
gatory to the preſent Dake, who having had no hand in them, claims 
with a Juſt Right, what belong'd to his Anceſtors, and what by the 
lame Right is now. his own. 


XV. 

After this, Monſieur d' Avaux examines the Propoſals made by his 
Maſticr to the Empire, on which he dwells the rather, becauſe the Kin 
4 Sweden is particularly concern'd therein, Let us follow him ſiep 

y- ſtep, , 

He {uppoſes before all things , That. the Treaties of Wiftphaly and 
Nimeguen are to remain in their full force and: vigour. To which 
' we may reply by the by, That although the French King has rendred 
himſclf unworthy of what has been decided there in his favour, 
yet there will hardly. be any diſpute about them on the Empire's fide, 
efpecially about the Treaties of Weſtphalia ;, but the queſtion is, 
Whetber the. Propoſals made by France are capable of reſtoring thoſe Trea: 
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ties to their full force and vigonr ? To which every reaſonable and un- 
biaſed man will be obliged to anſwer in the Negative, and that we 
are to prove hereafter, 

Beſides, the old difficulty holds here fill, to wit, How we ſhall 
be aſſured that the French King will better keep thoſe Treaties for the 
fature, than he has done for the time paſt ? *Ts notoricus, That that 
of Nimeguen was no ſooner executed, but he rai;'d in the year 1680. 
a quarrel about his dependencies and his frivolous Reunions , by the 
means of which, though grounded only on ſome whimſical Titles 
and Pretences, and pleaded before his own Courts, where he was him- 
ſelf both Judge and Party ; ſeveral Princes and States of the Empire 
were diſpoſſeſs*'d of their Countries, there being found out a way 
to father always on the neareſt places a dependency from thoſe had 
been laſt taken. A goodly way indeed that would have Reunited at 
laſt the whole Empire to France ! 

In the year 1681, he Surpris'd and poſſeſs*d himſelf of Strarburg. 
The violences and outrages that were committed there, and fince 
that'time, arc of a freſh date, and ought.to be abhor'd by all true 
Germans, as long as they have a drop of blood in their Veins. 

Monſieur d' Avanx pretends alſo, that the Trace of twenty years COn- 
ciuded at Ratisbonne, ſhould be converted into a definitive Treaty of 
Peace. But why would not the Emperor and the Empire conſent to it, 
when that Treaty was made, or fince, before the new Invaſion by 
France? They would have prevented by it, what they have ſuffered 
from the barbarous Ravages and Deſfolations that have been carried 
during this War, into the beſt part of Germany , but they had but too 
much reaſon to refuſe it, Wherefore to ſoften that Propoſition, 
which was from that time rejected, Monſiewr d' Avaux thinks to have 
mended the matter by making ſome Alterations in it, which he cries 
up torſo many convincing proofs, that the King, bis Maſter, has no 
thoughts of making the lealt Congueſts in the Empire. Thele. Altera- 
tions are as follow, viz. Inſtead that heretofore, and ſince the T ruce, 
France demanded that all ſhould remain in Stazz qu», that is to ſay, 
that ſhe was to keep by a Peace a'l Places and Provinces {he Uſurped 
in the Empire, the Poſſciſhon of which was not ſecured to her but 
during the twenty ycars of the Truce;z She offers now to ſurrender 
ſome of thoſe Places demolith'd, viz. Moznt-R oyal, Trarbach, and the 
Works of Fort- Lewis ard Hurninguen, which Works being in regard 
to France on that ſide of the Rhine , the meaning of it is in plain 
Engliſh, That ſhell raze indeed the Forts built on the German fide, to 
caver 
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cover the Bridges of Fort-Lewis and Haunningaen, but as to the body of 
thoſe Placer, Situated in regard to her on this fide the Rhine, She'll 
keep them: She offcrs belides to ſurrender Philipshourg and Frybourg 
fortified, as they are now at preſent : She offers moreover to reſtore 
the Palatinat and the Dutchy of Deux-ponts 3 and beſides all this, ſhe'll 
ſubmit the Affair of the Rexnions made for the time paſt, to the deci- 

n of ſome Commiſſaries to be named on both lides, or to the Ar- 
bitration of the Republick of Venice. Now according to thele fair Pro- 
poſals, If we'll believe Monſiexr d* Avanx, the French King rctains no- 
thing,. but only the City of Strarbourg, with the Forts belonging 
thereunto, which indeed by way of Comper ſation, he'll keep for him 
ſelf and his Swcceſſors tor ever. 


XVI. 

'Tis indeed a rare ſhow, to ſee what pains Monſtexr d' Avarx takes 
to make the Germans reliſh theſe Propoſals, which with an Aſſurance 
pecmliar to a certain Nation, he would have them look upon as a Fa- 
vour his Maſter has a mind to bettow on them. Add to this the 
cunning he employs to diminiſh the Importance of the City of 
Strasbourg, and it's paſſage, as alſo what he alledges to juſtihe his 
Maſter's keeping of it. Infomuch, that the firſt thoughts that come 
into one's head, on the account of fo injurious Propofals made to 
the Emperor, and the Empire, are, that according tothe ridiculous 
ditty, or rather impertinent Satyr of his Country, he takes. them for 
Allemands, or to ſpcak more intelligibly, for Iriſhmen, That do not 
know ſo much as the bogs of their own Country. But let us ſec how the 
matter {tands, 

In caſe the Places France offers to rettore to the Empire, as an Equi- 
valent for Strasbourg, were cither part of the Kingdom of France, or 
got by that Crown by ajwu/t Tiil: , *tis agreed that they might heark- 
en to the Places propoſed: But can they name one that does not 
belong to the Empire, except Frybowrg, which was relign'd to France 
by the Treaty of Nimeguen ? On what ſcore then can the French King 
diſpolc of Places that are not his own, and offer them as an Equiva- 
lent to the Emperor, to whom they unduubtcedly belong ? But, ſays 
Monſieur 4 Avaux, the King, wy Malier, is in Polſcfſion of them by 
Right of Conqueſt, and the Emperor is not like to retake them, To 
which I anſwer, *Tis agrccd that in caſe it were lawful amongſt 
Chriſtians, to Invade without either Reaton or Juttice, the Countries 
of their Neighbours when they leatt think on ir, and imagine them- 
{elves 
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ſaves ſecure under the ſhelter of Treati-s of Peace,or winen they are em- 
ploy'd ſomewhere elſe, as the Emperor, and the Empire were by a War 
with the Intidels. rais'd by the tricks and cunning of the Moſt Chri- 
ftian King, and Fomented | by his Treaties, and by his Supplies of 
Officers, Enginecrs, and Money , I fay, it there was no more fo 
be done but to take Poſlethon of another Prince's Country, and then 
offer to rettore him one part of it, on condition to leave that which 
ts the moſt contiderable in the lurch.z then, and then only would 
there be ſome ſenſe in Monſieur d' Avanx's rea{oning. But what right, 
either Divine,or Human,did ever Authorize ſo unjult a Title of acqui- 
ſition ? And what (ecurity could there be hencetorward expected in 
the World. it this Practice once came to be allowed ? Every Socie- 
ty would then be but a band of Robbers, where Force, Violence, 
and Tyrarny, would take ples, of Right and Juſtice. *Tis lett to 

every 01's Judgment, Whethe? it be not the Interelts of all Princes 
to oppoſe with all their might ſuch pernicious Maxims, In eftect, in 
ſuch caſcs all Alliances are at an end, and none can be bound by 
them to Afſit fo inhuman and barbarous an Aggreſſor. It has been 
faid heretofore, how France Attack'd and Ravag'd the Empire in 
1688. with the greateſt+ Injuſtice, and without the lealt ſhadow of 
reaſon, by Monſieur d' Avanx's own tacit acknowledgment, for it is a point - 
he bas not thought fit to meddle with 3 and conſequently, it Divine and 
Human Rights are allowed to take place, the French King, far from | 
getting any advantage by it, or keeping; the leatt foot of ground 
after ſo crying an Ulurpation, is bound to make Reparation, and 
the Offended Parties have juſt grounds to demand Damages of him 
for what he has caus'd them to ſuffer, But, gqod God ! What Da- 
miges may there not be ask'd ? Entire Provinces utterly deſtroyed ; 
Cities that opened their Gates, relying on the Faith of Capitulati- 
on made with the French Dauphin, Raz d to the very ground ; Adi- 
ons innumerable of ' Cruelty and Barbarity unpacallel'd in all Hiſto- 
ries z what Reparzition, 1 belecch you, is there to- be made for all | 
this? Yes, to weigh all things rightly, a good part of France it felt- 
would not fuſhce. Neverthele(s, to make the meaſwere fall, inſtead 
of thinking to give the leaſt {atisfaGtion, the French King ets a price 
on his Craclties ; for theſc are the bloody Titles by which he pretends 
to keep what he has got by them, Put, God be thanked, the Eme- 
feror and the Empire are not reduc d to acquieſce in them, at leaft 
they will not thi..k themſelves much beholden to him tor the offer 
he makes them to retiore ſome of the places he Ulſurps in the Empire, 
inlicu of the City of Strasbourgs . XVIL 
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XVII. 

"Tis this City which Ricks cloſclt to the Count d'Avaux's heart 3 for 
he leaves no ſtone unturn'd to inveigle the Empire to abandon it. 
At one time he endeavours to prove that ſuch a Reſignation 15 not 
contrary to the Treaties of Weſtphaly, ſince the Emperor, if you'l believe 
him, has infring'd them in regard to Sweden as well as France 3 and 
that in the Empire it ſelf Inſtances are to be found of divers Altera- 
tions made {ince thoſe Treaties, At another time he makes bold to 
maintain, That the City of Strarburgh has ſurrendred it felt willing- 
ly to its Maſter; that it is its Intercſt to remain under his Protection ; 
that this City is of little or no importance to the Empire 3 and that un- 
le(s it be refign'd, there will be no quiec for it, nor any afſur'd Peace 
between the Empire and France; and in tin?, that at all hazards the 
blame of it can never be laid at his Maſter's door, fince he has offer- 
cd for it a more than ſutficient Equivalent. 

All this tine Gibberiſh needs no Refutation. Neither do think fit 
to meddle with that ©uzjtion, Whether an Alteration may be lawful- 
ly made in the Empire, againſt and after the Treaties of Weſtphaly ; 
tince it would be no more to the purpoſe, than the Inſtances on- 
fiexr d' Avaux gives of it, All I have to ſay as to that Point is, That 
no part of the Empire cught to be diſm.ember'd from it, nor any Al- 
teration made, except in Caſes of the higheſt Neceſſity, and when 
there are ſome great and viſible Advantages to be got by it, But 
what good will it do the Ger.cans to abandon the City of Strasbrrgh ? 
Or rather, What hurt will it not prove to them ? Since this Place is 
both the only Key to, and the ſole Bulwark of the Empire againſt the Invaſi- 
ons of France. 


XVII, 

As to what regards the Accuſation of the Emperor, as if he had 
infring'd the Treaties of Weſtphaly, in the Wars of Pcland and Den- 
mark, Monſieur d 4vaux makes uſe of it as an Argument that ſtriker home 7. 
But 'tis not fair to unravel things that have been buricd in Oblivion 
by a Solemn Treaty in 1660, Animoſities between Princes are not to be 
lcok'd zepon as Eternal, ſince they are not only oblitcrated by Time, 
but the Interelt of their Country often changes them into a ſincere 
Friendſhip; as indeed fince that time we have fſecn tri Alliance 
made. and kept, and a perfc& Correſpondency reign between the 
Emperos and the King of Sweden, to their mutual Advantage and Sa- 
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tisfaQion. On the contrary, the ſtrongeſt Ties are broken, when that In- 
tereſt which made them, happens to ceaſe: Witneſs Sweden and 
France after the Peace of Nimegwen ; the latter having treated the 
firſt with great Haughtineſs, and all imaginable Scorn. 

Yet ſuppoſe there had been ſome Infraftion on the Emperor's fide, 
which yet the Imperial Court has formerly denied, alledging the De- 
fenſive Alliance was then in being betwen the Emperor and Poland, 
that was the Party invaded ; that Difference has been made up by the 
Treaties of Peace, and does not authoriſe the French King todo as much 
after the Peace was made. 'Tis fo plain a Point that we need not en- 
large upon it. Let us rather conſider what regards the City of Stras- 
burgh in particular. 


| XIX. 

Whether that City has yoluntarily ſurrendred ie ſelf, or not, is lefe 
to be decided by Matter of Fa&, which is of folate a-date, that we 
cannot but remember the Circumſtances of it: Three or four Villzins 
in the Senate, Traitors to their Country, corrupted by French Money, 
and blinded by their ambition.(one of which 
was ſoon after * paid off by the French: King ” A Principal! Perfon 
himſelf) did ' the! bulineſsz and' the. poor concerned in the berray- 
Inhabitants refolv'd to defend themſelves, oa .City of, $achoury 
were intimidated by the approach of a ea rs LS us 
French Army veady to Attack them in the the prench King's Order, 
mid of Peace. They faw themſelves with- Baniſh'd to one of the re- 
out hopes of Relict from abroad, and with- - moteſt pants of Fronce. 
out Advice from within by the Treachery | £1 " 
of their Chiefs, and conſequently were forc'd toopen their Gates, 
This is the conſent Count d' Avanx does ſo much brag of. © The 
French King would undoubtedly look on fnch Magiltcates of his 
Towns as great Traitors, that ſhould a& as thoſe of Strarbourg have 
done, and he would do it with as much reafon, as there is but little 
now, to call thoſe of Srrarbourg, The beſt and' ſoundeſt part of the 
Iababitants. | 


XX. 

What Monſieur d' Avaux ſays of this City, viz. That it is it's Intereſt 
and Advantage to remain part of the Dominions of France, is of the 
ſame piece. 'Tis certain that it has found it felf well under the Pro- 
teion of the Empire daring ſeveral Ages, atleati that it has enjoyed a 
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full and-cntire Liberty in Marters EcclcGaftical and Oil; whey on 
the contrary, it is now ſubje&ted to the Tyzannjcal Government of 


the French King, who alledges no other reaſon for his innumerable 
Edifis, Declarations, avd Ordonnances, but what we always read at 


ſure: | 
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f But for what a Conjurer would Monſieur 4 Avanx pals, and what 
a Maſter would he ſeem to be of the Art of Perſwading, it he could 
make the Germans believe, that this Cxy is of little or no importance 
to the Empire, and that unleſs it be relign'd, there would be no 
quiet for it, nor any Peace. aſſured between the Empire and France, 
To ſhow Monſieur d' Avanx thatThe Empire knows perfectly well 
the value and importance of that Place, and far better than heg.be'ir 
known to him,, if he be ignorant of it, that upon'this City depends 
the Preſervation or loſs of three Circles of the Empire, viz. of Smabis, 
Franconia, and the Upper Rhine , that is tolay, @ third part of Germa- 
ny , that Strasbourg being under the ProteGion of the Empire, lerves in- 
ſicad of a Wall to theſe three Cireles 3, but that being in the poſſeſſion of 
France, it ſerves her by the rule of contra- 
+ An Inrb3d, or High- Ties as an F Inroad ( as its name imports ) 
'þ way, is called in the Ger= as a Key, and as a Flace of Arms, to invade, 
! man Language , Straſs, to ravage, and to enflave theſe three Circles ; 
that this Place being in French hands cuts 
Germany off from Switzerland on the fide of the Upper Rhine, and 
renders them Maſters of that great and important River, from Baſle 
on to the very Gates of Philipsbowrg, which France offers to ſurrend- 
er: And there needs no other proofof it, but a remembrance of the 
buſineſs of the Reunions and Dependancies which after the taking 
of Strazbourg, was carried on with more boldneſs and violence than 
ever. In ſhort, *tis the moſt ſenſible breach of the Treaties of Weſt 
2baly that France can make,to delire the keeping of Strasbourg by way 
of advance. Such a demand has no coherence with the foundations, 
the Count 4” Avanx himſelf has but juſt now laid of the Peace that is 
zo be, viz. That the Treaties of Weſtphaly and Nimeguen, arc to remain 
| in their full force and vigour. One might enumerate a hundred 
T NY , gther Advantages that Strasbourg yields to the Empire, but we have 
[i ' Gignough to convince every reaſonable man of the great importance 
of TA placeto the Germans. 
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Again, 


the end: of them, Car tel eft Notre Plaifir, For that is Qur Plea- 
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Again, to ſay that Philipsbourg is 2 greater Inroad into the Empire, 
and that conſequently 'tis of as great, if not greater, importance than 
Strarbonrg, is fill to take them for Iriſþmen; for to [peak ſoberly, 
What compariſon can there be made between ſuch an inconſiderable 
Place as Philipshourg, unwholſome by its Situation, block'd up with- 
in the Territories of the Empire, and which cannot contain but a 
Garriſon of 3 or 4000 men at the moſt z and Strarbourg , which 
with the Provinces that ſurround it, may contain an Army of 
Fifty thouſand men? Belides by what has been faid, Philipsbowrg, as 
well as Strasbourg, ought to be reſtored to the Empire. 


XXll, \ 

To anſwer alſo to the Objeion that has been made, That as long as 
Strasbourg remains part of the Empire, there can be no aſſured peace 
and quiet between it and Frantez we need but turn the Tables, and ay 
with more reaſon, that on the contrary, as long as Strasbmerg is in 
the French King's Hands, all Peace, and all Treaties of Peace, will 
b: in vain : For with what Patience can that great Nation behold in 
the Power of France, a place that has belong'd to them during 1o 
many Ages? that has been fo Treacherouſly ſtole from them, that 
threatens them inceſſantly with a terrible Storm, ready to break out 
upon them' on the firſt opportunity, and that in fine is the Capital of 
that beautiful and great Province of Alſace, in which France by the 
Treaty of Weftphaly is only cntituled to the City of Briſac, the Land- 
graviat of the Lower and Upper Alſace, in the ſame manner the Houſe 
of Auſtria did poſſels it, the Suntgau and the Provincial Mayery of the 
Ten Cities ? Nevertheleſs Count 4 Avanx paſſes over this great and 
delicate morlel in filence, and pretends to ſwallow it up without fo 
much as ſpeaking'of it, Thereare no inſtances, at lealt for ſeveral 
Ages, That the Empire has Invaded its Neighbours. An Offenſive 
War does not at all agree with its Conſiitution, ſince to reſolve 
apon it, wore than 200 Voices are requiſite, of Princes and States that 
are of a different, not to ſay oppoſite, Intereſts; When on the contra- 
ry all Ewrope ſmarts by the frequent Invaſions and Inſults of Frence : 
All Ages furniſh us with Inſtances of that kind, and the preſent more 
than all the reſt; And how can we expe better for the future from 
that unruly and turbulent Nation, 
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XXII1L. 

As to the Count's maintaining, That the King, bis Maſtet, offers 
the Empire a more than ſufficient Fquivalent tor the City of Seras bourg 5 
we have already Anſwered , that the Surrender of whatever the 
French King has Poſſeſs'd himſelf of during this unjuſt War, is {o 
far from being a Compenſation for that Place, that on the contrary 
he is holden to make the Empire Reltitution of it with Colt and 'Da- 
Mages. 


XXIV. 

And indeed 'tis matter of wonder to ſee, That Monſicur 4 Avanx, 
who is, and Writ in Sweden, dares not only advance, that more 
than Two thirds of the Palatinat, belong uncontrovertedly to the 
Putcheſs of Orleans ; but that alſo he takes u;-on him to offter.and to 
difpoſe as an «equivalent of the Palatinat, and the Dutchy of Deux- 
Ponts, the latter of which belongs as undoubtedly to the King of 
Sweden, as he has Right of Succethon to the fiult, This is a Point 
indeed of the highelt conſequence, but 'tis left 'to the decilion of 
that Prince, who as he is moſt concerned therein , ſo he'll know 
without doubt, how to maintain his Intereſt, We ſhall only al- 
ledge here, the Memorial preſented in the year 1685 to the Diet of 
Ratisbonne, by the Miniſter of the Prince Palatine, in which it has been 
made out, that according to the Conſtitutions and Cultoms of the 
Howe Palatine, which the Duke and Dutcheſs of Orleans have acknow- 
ledged by their Contra@ of Marriage, and by a ſolemn Acquittance de- 
livered on the Paymens of her Portion, the preſent Dutcheſs of Orleans 
has no manner of pretenfions, no more than the reſt of the Princefles 
Palatin, either tothe Territories of that Houſe, or to what depends 
from them, as long as there are Princes Palatine and Dukes of Bavaria 
alive, who altogether deſcend in a dire Line from Stephen Comnt Pa- 
latine their Common Father, and Author, and Founder of this Conſtitz- 
tion, which fince that time has been acknowledged by ſo many fſo- 
lemn Renuntiations of all the Princefles Palatine,and more particularly 
by that of the preſent Dutcheſs of Orleans, We'll.content our ſelves 
alſo with admiring the boldnefs, toſay no more, of Monſieur d' Avau: 
in offering to reſtore the Datcby of Deux-Ponts in the Condition it was 
in when his Maſter ſeiz'd it 3 For what will become of the »ſe and re- 
venues of that Dutchy, he has enjoy'd during his Vſurpation? Accord- 
ing to all Laws they ought to-þe made good at leaſt, to the King of 
Sweden. XXV. 
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XXV, 
As to what regards the Rexion; made for the time paſt, and the 
Propoſals to lubmit the deciſion of them to ſome Conmiyſſarids, or to 
the Arburation of the Republick, of Venice ; "tis of the fame nature 
with the Succeſſion of the King of Spain, which we have examined 
alrcady. The name alone of Reunions, Barbarous and unknown to all 
other Languages, will be for ever deteſted by the Germans, fo far 
are they from diſputing about, and agreeing to an Arbitration of that 
kind. - And would it not be a tacit acknowledgment, that France had 
had ſome reaſon to make them ? For we ought never to enter upon 
the debate but of ſuch Points, that are not, as this is, obvious, clear, 
and evident on the Empires fide, What if the Arbiter ſhould hap- 
pen to decide in Favour of Frange, Wauld- not that goodly. work of 
Reunions go bravely on anew? And the French Wruers, would not 
they have a fair play to maintain, that what had once been their 
King's Right, mult be always (o, in ſpight of what all future Trea- 
zies might decide againit it ? Far be it therefore from the Germans to 
ſubmit a certain and pndoubted Right, tothe chance -of a doubtful 
decifion. Beſides, the;Krench King pretends to remain:in Poſſeſſion of 
the Rewnzons till that decifion be made. Now fuppoſeithoſe Commiſſe- 
ries, or the Republick,of Venice juſt and;bold enough, to give theſe Re- 
unions tO the Germans, How {hall they come at-themr but by the means 
of a New War ? | 


XXVI. 
And thus far have we followed. Monfiewr d' Avaux. cloſe in the En- 
viry of the Propoſals he has made z and tho we have reaſon to be- 
ieve that we have ſufficiently demonſtrated the Injuſtice and Unrea- 
ſonableneG of -them,. yet this will þe-more canſ{picuouis yet, if we 
couſider that there is not one of the Allizs on whom:the French King 
by theſe Propoſals 'does: not endeavour to get ground z and that be 
treats. every one of them, as a Conqueror would do his vauquiſh'd and 
ſtrate Enemies 3 of which. F am. going to give an Account, but in a 
few words, Fee cage | | 
11 France demands.of England what has been taken from her in the 
Welt-Idies z, of the States: General, that they ate to acquicſce-in the 
renewing of the Treaties of Peace, and a Commerce with France, on the 
* ſame foot as they were before the beginning of this War Of Joon 
the Dwtchy and Fortreſs of Luxemburgh, with an Eſtabliſhment of ber 


Pretenſions 
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Pretenfions to the Succeſſion of that Prince : Of the Duke of Lorrain, 
Four important Places, with a Paſſage for his Troops, that are to 
pay for what they have: And of the Empire, the City of Strasbargh, 
with all its Forts ; as alſo, That the Deciſion of the Rexnions may be 
left to ſome Commiſſaries, or an Arbiter. 


XXVII, 

The King of Sueden was (o fentible of the Extravagancy of theſe 
Propoſals, that when his Miniſters preſented them to the Confederates, 
they declared in the Name of the King their Maſter, That it was by 
no means bis Majeſty's Intention to Perſuade, much leſs to Force the Parties 
concerned, to acquieſce in them: And yet Monſieur d' Avaux has the bold- 
nels (to ſay no more ) to maintain to the King of Surden's face, 
That it is his Intereſt as well as for his Honour, to prels the Enemies 
of Franceto accept of the Propoſals of Peace (ſh: has made them; and 
that whoſoever talks tohim otherwiſe, his no true Zeal for his Ser- 
vice, nor a due unconcernedneſs towards all the other Princes of Eu- 
rope. Good God ! who could have expected ſuch a Declaration from 
the French Ambaſſador in Sueden, who has ſo great a Reputation ? 
We need not again but turn the Tables, and fay with much more 
truth, That it is the King of Sweden's Intereſt, as well as for his Ho- 
nour, to preſs France to grant the Allies more juſt and reaſonable 
Terms; and that whoſoever talks to him otherwiſe, has no true 
Zeal for his Service, nor a juſt unconcernedneſs towards the French 
King : I fay, we might fay all this ; but we haye too much Reſpect 
for that King, and too much Conſideration for his Miniſters, to rc- 
proach them with what they do not deſerve. 


XXVIII. 

Nevertheleſs let us examine the Conſiderations Monſieur d' Avanux al- 
ledges in order to ſupport his Reaſons, and to make the King of 
Szeden reliſh them : One regards his Intereſt, and the other engages 
his Honour, 

By the firſt he pretends, That the Howſe of Anſtria being the com- 
mon Enemy of France and Sweden, as the two only Kingdoms capa- 
ble of oppoting its Deſigns of an Vniverſa! Monareby, ( which if you'll 
believe him, fiicks cloſe to its heart ) and of proteRing the Liber- 
ties of the Princes of the _ 3 that this Houſe makes it its ltudy to 
raviſh from theſe Crowns the Territories they are in poſſeſſion of in 
Germany for which reaſon, ſays he, 'tis the Intereſt of both Kings to 

| maintain 


(23-)) 
maintain their Ancicnt Union ; and that the” King of Sweden is fo 
mach the more obliged thereunto, becauſe in caſe it ſhould happen that 
Francenotwitbitanding all ber iGories bySea and Landſhould loſe a conſider- 
able Battel at laſt, he wou!d hardly be able to raiſe the dejefied Party. On the 
other hand, he maincains, That 'tis no leſs the Intereſt of the King of 
Sucden to prevent the French King's falling off at Sea, and to oppole 
the Tyranny which the Engliſh and Dutch endeavour to eſtabliſh 
therc. 


XXIX, | 

To hear Monſrexr d' Avarx realon.at this rate, one would be apt to 
think he had quite forgot the Circumſtance of Time. 1f his late Uncle 
had made this Hirangue at the Treaty of Munſter, it might have paſs'd ; 
but what Alterations have we not ſeen lince that time in the Afﬀairs 
and Intereſts of State ? Has it been forgotten, that ſince the Peace of 
Munſter, and eſpecially during and after the Negotiation at Nimeguen, 
France has endeavouir'd to mortity the King of Sweden a hundred 
ways, to cxeate him Enemies, and to entangle him into Wars * That 
ſhe has diſpos'd of the Lands of that. Prince, as if he had been under 
her Guardianſhip, and of her Dependancy : That ſhe has abus'd his 
Miniſters : That the has' made a League againſt _him, and come to 
that height as to ſend her Squadrons againſ him. into the Sound : 
That ſhe has offered to hinder him from making Defenſive and Harme 
leſs Alliances 3 witneſs the noiſe ſhe made at K atisbonne and. in other. 
places, againſt that was then made between the Emperor, the King of 
Sweden, (ome Elefors, and ſeveral Princes of the Empire, in the very. 
ſame year ſhe made an end of her ſeizing the Dutchy of Dewx-ponts ; , 
whereſhe had no more regard for the King of Sweden, than ſhe would 
have had for the leaſt State of the Empire. On the other hand, Is 
it not vilible, that at the preſent Junure of time, the Emperor's and 
King of Sueden's Intereits are abſolutely the fame ? And that "tis 
morally impoſſible to {ſeperate them, ſince one cannot be ſav'd without 
the other. And *tis for this realon, that the Houſes of Brandenburgh and 
Lunenburgh axe in a ſtrict Alliance with that King 3 and that far-from. 
thinking of getting ground upon him in the Territories he poſſeſſes 
in Germany, they axe as ready, as they arc oblig'd, to defend them 
againſt any body whatſocver, 

But how does this agree with the pretended Union of Intereſt-whicl 
is imagin'd to ſubfiſt at preſent between France and Sweden ?: Is it not 
ridiculous to endeavour to movethe King of Sweden to authoriſe and; 
fo 
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tobe the Guarantee ( if one' may ſay ſo ) of the Superiority and the 


Conqueſts of the French King ? ſince the latter has declared and made 
Waragainſt the Empire wr, its Ales, without acquainting him in 
the lealt with it; nay, rather agzinft himſelf, in his Dutchy of Dexx- 
Ponts, and by the Deſolation of' the Palatinate: Beſides, France de- 
mands this Gzarantee, without being willing to let the King of Swe- 
din hare in the Conqueſts ſhe has made, and that are directly againſt 
his Intereſt : For *tis evident, thatif the War with the Confederates, 
and the need the French King ſtands in of Sweden, had not brought 
him a little to reaſon, never would he have thought of reſtoring the 
Dmutchy of Denx-Ponts to its right Owner: Nay, he would have pre- 
tended alſo to retain the beſt part of the Palatinate, to the prejudice 
of the Ancient and Natural Rights of Succelfion of that King. Was 
there ever ſuch a Confederacy, unleſs that of the Lion in the Fable? 


, XXX, 

But what did Monſieur d' Avanx dream of , when he accus'd the 
? Does he think 

at all the world is either blind or out of their wits ? For if a 
Philip W. in the laſt, or a Ferdinand NH. in the prefent Age, have per- 
haps conceived fuch a Deſign, being tempted 'to it by the Greatneſs 
of their Power, and encouraged by their ViQtories, it has been buried 
with them, and none but France bas inherited it ; ſhe being in reality now, 
what the Houſe of Auſtria was formerly, We have ſeen with our eyes, 
that fince the Pyrenean Treaty Prance has not only affected an Arbitrary 
and Abſolute Government over all the Princes and States tr» Exerype,” but 
that ſhe has aQually exercis'd it, We appeal to 'em alt, whether one 
can ſay that he has been excmpted from it. Thoſe whom Nature 
has made their Neighbours, have been all either ſwallow'd' up, or 
put out of a condition to refit z and thoſe. whom a kinder Heaven 
has remoy'd from her; have felt her Inſults and Threatnings. An 
without entring 'tnto Particalars, which would' perhaps be tedious, 


dy ſaid, how he has been us'd by France, eſpecially when ſhe ſent a 
Squadron againſt him into the Sond, which till then had never 
been heard of. 'For 'tis worth our while to know,  That' Prance af- 
fefts no leſs a Sovereignty over the Seas, thin the does over the 
Land ; and 'tis for this Re3fon, and not that/Monſicur 4" Avairx al- 
ledges, That England and Holland have united themſelves againſt 


And 
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'tis enough to make the King of Szeden remember, as we have alrea- 
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; Peace, for ſome particular hogs the Emperor, -and the K4"g of | 
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And now *tis left to evcry one's judgment, , Whether it be. for the 
King of Sueden's Advantage, to aflilt the French King in the proſecu- 
ting of theſe wicked ends, as:he would . da by procuring him ſuch 
Advantageous Terms of'+Peace as he demands z and by which he can- 
not but get more ground upon his Neighbours, and augment conti- 
derably his Power: Or rather, Whether it be not his trxe Intereſt to 
oppoſe it with all his might, together with all other Princes con- 
cerned therein, and to hinder that France may not get the better by 
this War, by obliging her to reſtore what ſhe has 1o unjuſtly taken 
from her Neighbours. For, in fine, if (he has committed ſo many 
Outrages before (he was in Poſſeſſion of Strasburgh, Luxemburgh, and 
ſo many other Places and Provinces, what will it be for the future, if 
ſhe comes to keep 'em by a Peace? Two years of 4 good Harveſt and 


Trade will make up all her Loſſes, and render her more powerful 


than ever, and put her in a condition to make all other Princes (en- 
ſible of the deplorable effects of her Turbulent Humour and Am- 
bition. Now is the time to throw off that Yoke we havefelt ſo hea- 
vy. If we let it flip, never muſt we hope to ſee it again. For what 
appearance is there to exped ſuch another Fun{Jure, or to ſee again ſo many 
Means and Forces which a bappy Deſtiny has now united, on paerpoſe to de- 
liver ns from Slavery and Bondage ? Or now, or Never, 

Neither is it to be fear'd the thing ſhould be ſiretch'd toofar, and 
the Enemies of France grow too great, by Her becoming leſs ; as yet 
Monkieur 4” Avarx endeavours to infinuate, by a Confeſſien thad un- 
dowhtedly bas coſt bim very dear. Ah! how4ar are we yet from it, and 
how many things are there (till required, to put the Scales into a Ba- 
lance, which now entirely incline towards the French fide ? There 
are ſome Limits may be preſcribed to. make that Balance even 4 
which will be done, if things be ſet in the ſame poſture they were in im- | 
mediately after the Weliphaly and Pyzenean Treaties ;, for 'tis from chat 
time onwards, that France did extremely outweigh the Balance. 


XXX1, 

And now we are come to Mobficxr d' Avanx's Steond Conſideration 
which he lays before the King of Sxeden, in order to engage him to 
his Maſter's Intereſt, on account of his own Honour. 

. The King his Mafter, he ſays, has ſtrait accepted of the King of 


Sueden's M-diationz and on the-contrary, the Confederates, /( if. you'll 


believe him.) have xc5ced ity as being unwilling to, hearken toany 


- 
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Great Britain 4 and from thence he concludes, that the King of Sweden 

+ is in Honour engag'd to make himſelf «to be/look'd upon as a Great 
Prince, ſuch as he oughtto bez; that is to ſay, according, to Monſieny 
d' Avanx, be ſhould eitbtr-procure Peace to Chrilttendom, or fide with one 

' of therwo Panties z it being the thing he advances at the beginning 
of his Paper, 


Now tho we may'very well admit of this Propeſition, That the King 
of Sweden ought either'to procure Peace to Chriftendom, or (ide with 
one of the two Parties, yet the ©mneftion is, To what Party his Ho- 
nour, Glory, Reaſon, Jukice, and own Interc{t ought to incline him; 
and we need but open our eyes to ice that he ought to join with the 
Confederates. as we have already -proved by all we have faid in this 
Anſwer. | 


kE In the mean time, *cis not true that the Confederates have rejected 
| the King of Sueden's Mediation ; they are, on the contrary, ready to 
. embrace it, - pexſuaded as they are, of his Maj-ſty's Jultice, Equity, 
Candor, and Generoſity, Tis then the French King's tault alone, that 
the Mediation of Sweden has not as yet taken any effteQ in 2 Treaty of 
Peace z, and this Obſtacle will not be removed, as long as the French 
King ſticks to his Propoſals, which he calls his Vltimata ; and the 
Confederates can never accept of, ſince inſtead of a fure and dura- 
ble Peace, they woald only- obtain by them a delay of their Ruin and: 
Miſery ; and-that if they ſhould 'take place, France would ſoon be 
in-a condition to begin a New War and hercer than ever; and that 
at the lateſt, in caſe Ewyope ſhould have the misfortune to ſee the King 
of Spaindie without Ifſue; in the mean time France under the ſha- 
dow of Peace, would be bukie in-endeavouring to embroil the Af- 
fairs every where, eſpecially in England and Holland, which as they are 
the two great Obſtacles to her vaſt Deſigns, fo are they.alſo-the Ob- 
jets of her Hatred. 


XXXITI. 


But let us make an end by remembring the King of Sweden. once 
more, That the work. of an honourable, ſure, laſting, and general 
Peace, ſeems to bezeſerv'd in a great meaſure to his Gloxy : That he 
needs no more b ce it;-by. os France to reſtore_all things 
2, Iiregard co the Empire into. the condition.they were in by the 
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Treaties of Weſtphal ;, and in regard to Spain, if not exaQly accord- 
ing to the Pyrenean Treaty, yet the nearelt to it, as Juſtice, and the 
ſecurity and welfare of the Catholick Countries and Exrope requires ; 
and firally, to let the other Confederates, have alſo a juſt and rea- 
ſonable SatisfaQtion 3 which being done, there will be no more di- 
ſpute about the Propoſals of Peace that then will offer themſelyes. 
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A Compendious Hiſtory of the Taxes of France, and of the Oprefſive Methods 

of Rafing of them. 

An. Imparial,Enquiry into the Advantages and Loſſes, that England hath 

ivegr{itige the beginning of this Preſent War with, France. 
jeman's:Journal+ Or the Monthy Miſcellany. . In a- Letrer to a 
Coun Conliſting of News, Hiſtory, Phyloſephy, Poetry, Muſick, 
roy: e181 694- Sold by R. Baldwin, Where are to be had com-.- © 
Shrs | two laſt years, orfingle ones for every Month. 3d 
diledtion of Speeches, Of che Right - Honourable Hemy, Late Earlvof © © 
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